
 
March 1, 2022 
 
Dear Washington State Arts Commission,  
 
As members of the Burien Arts Commission, we enthusiastically support the application for our community 
to receive a Creative Arts District designation. 
 
Our community of 50,000+ residents has historically enjoyed support for the arts as evidenced by ongoing 
fiscal support from our City Council in annual budget allotments, as well as in the high attendance numbers at 
our town’s hallmark arts events, such as Arts-A-Glow, and annual cultural celebrations such as our Dia de los 
Muertos at the community center.  
 
In the past, Burien has been the site of the family friendly Burning Man-inspired event, SeaCompression™ 
and the UFO street festival. More recently, as an arts commission, we have supported initiatives to 
intentionally bring public art to areas and neighborhoods that we have identified as being in an “art desert.” 
These compelling pieces have included wall murals and art on electric boxes. 
 
These initiatives, combined with ongoing support for local artists and arts initiatives including a summer 
buskers event in downtown, art walks, and our winter market for artists have helped build fresh momentum 
for the arts in Burien that would greatly benefit from a Creative Arts District designation.   
 
In 2018, our city was featured in the New York Times as being a great food destination. As Burien Arts 
Commissioners, we aim to support and advance any initiative that helps put our community on the map as 
being a vibrant arts destination. To that end, we fully intend to coordinate efforts on a potential future 
Creative Arts District agenda through active engagement on key initiatives, potential sharing of resources, and 
mutual assistance on projects that benefit our entire community. 
 
Finally, we would like to point out a critical feature of the Burien Creative Arts District application. Rather 
than focus our district on a central area of town (i.e. downtown), this application aligns with the Arts 
Commission’s efforts to bring art into our community rather than focus art in only one central location. To 
this end, the application seeks to demarcate a district that encompasses identified neighborhoods and areas 
outside of downtown that link together to form a cohesive, widely accessible district. 
 
Thank you for considering Burien for this eminent and exciting Creative Arts District designation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Burien Arts Commissioners:  Chair: Andrew McMasters, Vice Chair: Melinda Behrman 
Jill Big Eagle   Molly Lyman  Tess Rossi-Busichio  
Shelley Brittingham  Marco Mazzoni Gaylloyd Sissòn 
Gabriela Frank  Putsata Reang 





    December 29, 2021 
 
 
Re: Burien Creative District nomination 
 
Dear Burien City Councilmembers: 
 
On behalf of SoCoCulture (the South King County Cultural Coalition), I am writing to express strong 
support for the Burien Creative District proposal. 
 
This program offered by the Washington State Arts Commission (ArtsWA) would offer so many benefits to 
Burien – from state-sponsored highway signage, to technical assistance, access to specialized resources 
and grants, and more. If you approve this proposal, Burien will be the first municipality in South King 
County to achieve this designation. I can assure you – that will make your city a must-see source of 
inspiration for creative folks throughout South King County, as well as for the general public.  
 
I know the citizen-led planning committee behind Burien’s Creative District proposal has worked long and 
hard to reach out to Burien residents and business owners, crafting a proposal that would be a great fit for 
your community and keeping Burien’s diversity at the forefront of their considerations. As you know, 
Burien is already rich in cultural resources – but life for cultural practitioners hasn’t been easy through the 
pandemic. Establishing a certified Creative District could be a key piece in Burien’s post-pandemic 
recovery, bringing statewide visibility and supporting Burien’s creative economy. 
 
On a personal note, although I live in a neighboring city in South King County, Burien has always been 
my go-to destination for cultural entertainment and for gift shopping. I am excited about the prestige and 
resources a Creative District designation would bring to a community that already has so much to share.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Barbara McMichael 
SoCoCulture 
206-878-6912 
info@sococulture.org 



 
 

Dear Burien City Council,  

On behalf of The B-Town Blog and South King Media, I am expressing my sincere 

support for establishing a Creative District in the City of Burien. 

As you may know, our award-winning hyperlocal journalism business has been covering 

local news, arts, events and more since 2007, publishing tens of thousands of stories on 

news and in and around Burien and south King County. Local Arts has always been an 

important and popular part of our content, and we’ve covered numerous events like the 

Strawberry Festival, Arts-A-Glow, Dia de los Muertos and more very closely. 

We strongly believe that – by being officially designated as a Creative District by the 

state – the City of Burien will benefit via a stronger economy, deeper cultural capacity, 

and will create an enhanced sense of identity.  

Creative Districts can currently be found in our state in the cities of Edmonds, 
Chewelah, Olympia, Langley, Port Townsend, Tenino and Issaquah, and these are all 
excellent models for our city to follow (see https://www.arts.wa.gov/creative-district-
communities/). 
 
As a member of the Board of Directors and the Creative District Steering Committee for 
the Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce, I believe this designation will also help 
Burien grow its creative economy, which is a huge part of crafting an equitable 
economic recovery strategy as we move into a post-pandemic world.  
 
Burien has a vibrant and thriving creative community, of which I am proud to be involved 
in. A new Creative District would help protect, support, and promote this community, 
benefiting us all both economically and culturally.  
 
Please feel free to contact me about why I support this effort, or if you’d like more 
information about The B-Town Blog/South King Media. Thank you for your support of 
the Creative District project and the arts and cultural sector of our community.  
 

Sincerely,  

Scott Schaefer 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 

The B-Town Blog/South King Media 

https://b-townblog.com 



To Whom May It Concern,

On behalf of the Highline Heritage Museum, we are expressing our support for 
establishing a Creative District in the City of Burien.

The Creative District will support economic development that strengthens our 
economy, deepens our cultural capacity, and will create enhanced sense of 
identity. The Creative District will help our community grow our creative economy, 
which is a huge part of crafting an equitable economic recovery strategy as we 
move into a post-pandemic world.

Burien is a vibrant and thriving creative community. The Creative District 
would help protect, support, and promote this community, benefiting us both 
economically and culturally.

3OHDVH�IHHO�IUHH�WR�FRQWDFW�PH�DERXW�ZK\�ZH�VXSSRUW�WKLV�HIIRUW��RU�LI�\RX·G�OLNH�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�+LJKOLQH�+HULWDJH�0XVHXP��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�VXSSRUW�
of the Creative District project and the arts and cultural sector of our community.

Kindly

Nancy Salguero McKay 
Executive Director 
Highline Heritage Museum 



 

Dear Burien City Council,  

On behalf of the Burien Arts Association, your local arts and cultural charitable non-profit, I am 
expressing our support for establishing a Creative District in the City of Burien.  

The Creative District will support economic development that strengthens our economy, deepen our 
cultural capacity, and will create an enhanced sense of identity.  The Creative District will help our 
community grow our creative economy, which is a huge part of crafting an equitable economic recovery 
strategy as we move into a post-pandemic world.  
 
Burien has a vibrant and thriving creative community. The Creative District would help protect, support, 
and promote this community, benefiting us all both economically and culturally.  
 
Please feel free to contact me about why we support this effort, or if you’d like more information about 
the Burien Arts Association. Thank you for your support of the Creative District project and the arts and 
cultural sector of our community.  
 

Sincerely,  

Grace Stiller 
Burien Arts Trustee, Interim President 
“Enriching Burien Through the Arts” 
206.795.5783 Cell; 425.228.7927 Home 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 9, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Burien City Council,  
 
As an integral part of the arts in the City of Burien, it is important to note that a major reason why 
the Northwest Symphony Orchestra relocated to the City of Burien over 20 years ago was because 
of the efforts of your mayor and city council at that time, as they had a strong desire to continue to 
develop a vibrant arts community in the newly formed City of Burien.   
 
Continued support of the arts in the City of Burien through the years has been an important part in 
the development of the city, and as such, the formation of a Creative District in Burien is an 
important next step.  The Creative District will help the community economically, as well as 
artistically, and so will help shape a positive direction for the whole City of Burien for years to 
come. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Creative District, and the NWSO looks forward to this exciting 
development in the City of Burien. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anthony Spain  
Music Director, Northwest Symphony Orchestra 
anthonyspainnwso@gmail.com 
Phone (206) 683-9072 

 

 

mailto:anthonyspainnwso@gmail.com


PO Box 48251 ·  Seattle, WA 98148  ·  nwassociatedarts.org

January 31, 2022

To Whom it May Concern,

On behalf of the NWAA Board of Directors, I would like to convey our support of the 
Burien Creative District. Northwest Associated Arts has been a provider of choral music 
experiences to singers and audiences since the mid-eighties, and has grown and evolved 
over the past 40-plus years into an integral member of the local Burien arts community. 
We have helped multiple generations discover and enjoy the love of singing, and we have 
participated in multiple collaborations with other arts organizations over the years.

We are well aware of the value of the arts in fostering economic health and promoting a 
high quality of life, and we believe that the establishment of a state-recognized  
Creative District in Burien will enhance the vitality of our community through the arts.

:H�DVN�WKDW�WKH�%XULHQ�&LW\�&RXQFLO�SURYLGH�RI¿FLDO�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�&UHDWLYH�'LVWULFW�LQLWDWLYH��
and we welcome the Washington State Arts Commission’s participation in moving us 
forward to formal recognition.

Virginia H. Wright 
General Manager, Northwest Associated Arts



        December 12, 2021 
Dear City Council Members: 
 
We all know that Burien has wonderful restaurants, but we also have a very important creative 
component to our diverse city:  our artists, singers, theater goers, actors, videographers, film 
makers, writers, poets, storytellers, and the list goes on.  It would greatly benefit the city of 
Burien, and all its residents if we had a Creative District designation by the state of Washington.  
 
Over 200,000 Washingtonians make their living in the arts, adding $22.7 billion to our state’s 
domestic product. In order for Burien to be installed in Washington’s Certified Creative Districts 
program, we must first meet certain criteria. The Burien Creative District Planning Committee, 
plus a Steering Committee have been working for over a year with the Southside Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce’s to make the Creative District a reality.  
 
The goal of the statewide Creative Districts program is to “help communities strengthen their 
creative sector, diversify their economy and enhance their quality of life.” It certifies deserving 
communities (that’s Burien!) and provides them with networking, training and technical 
assistance, then supports and tracks their creative economies for five years after certification. 
Goals include boosting tourism, attracting new artists, furthering investment in creative 
businesses, promoting communities’ unique cultural identity and the proactive development of 
community hubs.  This would be a Win-Win for Burien. 
 
Burien is growing rapidly, and a community with our rich diversity deserves support for its 
robust arts and culture.  Burien is ready to have a portion of its city designated a Creative 
District.  Thank you for supporting this community generated endeavor. 
 
Sybil Davis 
7Stories Program 
Coordinating Committee:  Nancy Salguero McKay, Virginia Wright, Eric Mathison, Patheresa 
Wells, Deborah Appel, Irene Danysh, Burien Arts Association  
 

 
 
. 
 



February 26, 2022 
 
Dear Washington State Arts Commission, 
 
Five years ago, when my wife and I decided to move out of Seattle and into a suburb within a 15-
minute drive of downtown Seattle, Burien was not part of the home tour route our relator had 
planned for us. By chance, we drove through Olde Town and downtown Burien on our way to 
other areas of South King County. We saw public art sculptures like the clock on 152nd Avenue and 
glimpsed the wall murals in the alley just behind 152nd Avenue. We saw the community gathering 
space at Burien City Hall, anchored by the “Helios Pavilion” sculpture, and electric boxes sheathed 
in curious and inspiring art. We also saw a diverse collection of ethnically-owned small businesses. 
Instantly, a feeling caught. There is no better way to describe that feeling except to say it was like a 
homecoming. By the following weekend, we had made an offer on a home in the Gregory Heights 
neighborhood of Burien.  
 
Looking back, the role of art is crystal clear in our decision to build a new life in Burien. The Pixar 
animator and director Andrew Stanton talks about the secret recipe for great art: the ability to imbue 
the viewer with a sense of wonder. He was talking about animated film, but the same idea applies to 
any kind of art. Wonder, welcome and warmth are things that came to mind when my wife and 
spoke later about our decision to make Burien our new home in 2016.  
 
Since then, we have been so proud to show off Burien to family and friends, strolling with our 
visitors to check out art in the Maverick windows or taking them to Highline Heritage Museum. 
Following the firing of two gay teachers at a local Catholic school, the exhibit in the window of the 
Highline Heritage Museum of student protest signs stopped us in our tracks during one of our 
evening walks. Those student signs were an incredibly powerful form of art and were so pleased to 
see the signs given prominent display in our community. More recently, in the wake of George 
Floyd’s death, and to honor and uphold the rich diversity of our community, we now have a 
beautiful mural that pays homage to a local black artist shot and killed by police. And every summer, 
Burien’s hallmark arts event, Arts-A-Glow, is a place where we have gathered with neighbors and 
strangers alike to experience some of the most soul-nurturing and inspiring art we’ve ever seen. 
 
Burien sits at an exciting intersection of art and economic development. These two things feed off 
of one another and coexist to help make Burien one of the best, most vibrant and livable 
communities in the country. We are a small city, but proof abounds that we have an ever thriving 
and constantly beating creative heart that draws people like my wife and I in, dares us to stay and 
drives us to engage and connect right where we are. Designation for a creative arts district in Burien 
will deepen community pride and spur economic development by further improving livability. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Putsata Reang 
Author & Journalist 
1115 S.W. 166th St. 
Burien, WA 98166 



Hi, 
	 I’m writing in support of implementing the BURIEN 
CREATIVE DISTRICT designation. 
	 I’m a professional artist and arts organizer (curator 
of traveling themed exhibits, producer of artcar events) 
who resides in West Seattle but has shown my paintings- 
and artcar- at the Burien Community Center, Burien art 
gallery, and the Highline Heritage Museum. I also routinely 
attend art events and receptions there (love ARTS-A-
GLOW in particular, but also ceramics sales at Moshier, 
their EMPTY BOWLS clay fundraiser, we’ve watched 
plays at BURIEN LITTLE THEATRE, went to a wonderful 
UFO event (including UFO artcars), we’ve come to 
concerts, craft fairs, the sculpture unveiling (& Kim Hall’s 
wonderful art clock installation): all manner and variety of 
arts programming. 
	 Especially with no West Seattle bridge for 2 years, 
heading South is easier & faster than detouring to the 
North. Seattle’s crazy real-estate prices has so many artist 
friends moving to Burien these last few years, ever 
“upping the ante” in terms of arts programming.  
Kudos! So now let’s make it official? 
 
L. Kelly Lyles, 
5029 26th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106  
 
kelly@kellyspot.com 
(206) 937-2058



To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Creative District in the City of Burien. Few things can be 
more important to the uplifting of spirits than creativity. As the recipient of the Burien Arts 
Association’s 2020 Artist of the Year Award, I can attest to the immense value art can have in a 
community. I do not want to downplay or seem like other basic survival needs are not more 
important, but sometimes when basic survival is a major struggle, a place to be and create can 
afford a recess of a sort.  
 
In 2020, my proposal to do “live” art in the space reserved for art at the Maverick Apartments, 
was, in my opinion, a huge success. I was not even sure, with the pandemic raging, that I would 
be given the green light for my 3-month stint, but I was. 
 
Shortly after I set up, people from all walks of life began to drift by the window, as curiosity 
grew, conversations were begun. It didn’t take long for this to become a daily touchstone for 
many people. It was a small stop at reality, a reality that could co-exist with all the problems 
fraught by something no one could have predicted, let alone understood. 
 
As you may well imagine, during these times of shut-down, the creatives got busy and new 
creatives emerged, expressing their ideas, whether pandemic related or inner-psyche related. 
Now it is time to emerge and bring our ideas out of our homes into the community. 
 
I believe, the Creative District will be a great place to start with this process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Helena Rogers  
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Burien Creative District Support Letter 
 

As an independent artist, I am writing to express my support for establishing a Creative District in the 
City of Burien, and ask for the City's endorsement of this project. 
 
The Creative District will support the economic development that strengthens our economy, deepen 
our cultural capacity, and will create an enhanced sense of identity.  
 
Burien already has in place an amazing number of creative businesses, organizations, and individuals. 
By nurturing and growing our creative economy through a Creative District, we can more equitably 
boost our cultural foundations, strengthen our community's bonds, and assist with Burien's 
economic recovery from the impacts of Covid-19. 
 
Please support this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ron Hammond ronfstop@hotmail.com 

Danny Mansmith dannymansmith@gmail.com 

Alice Kay Lee Alicekaylee415@gmail.com 

Pamela Armstrong p.suiaunoa@gmail.com 

Gabriela Denise Frank g@gabrieladenisefrank.com 

Doug Early doug.1early@gmail.com 

Dennis McCrea 01dennis.mccrea@gmail.com 

Renee Brown reneefb333@aol.com 

Meg Steele Goodkarmameg@gmail.com  

Crystal German cdgerman32104@gmail.com 

Gaylloyd Sissón jgaylloyd@gmail.com 

Richard Fought photo@knottedtwig.net 

Diana Amaranta Sandys artmaranth@hotmail.com 

Roxana Pardo Garcia  roxana@laroxay.com 

Helena Rogers helena.rogers100@gmail.com 

Sybil Davis sybilhdavis@gmail.com 

Craig Johnson craig@jdco.design 

Anthony Spain anthonyspainnwso@gmail.com 

Julie Stiles 
The Burien Creative District provides a valuable community 
resource as well as opportunities for artists 

Susan J Kraft sue@susankraft.com 

Jennifer Marcum Jennifer.marcum@highlineband.org 

Tracie Holton tracieholton@gmail.com 
 
Comments: 

The creative district in Edmonds has been a boon to the economy and to the arts community there.  It 
would do so for Burien, too! 
I'm a full time artist since 2005 living in Burien Washington working in my home studio. I create art 
with my sewing machine as well and drawings, artist books, and one of a kind wearable pieces. I have 



Burien Creative District Support Letter 
 

be apart of a few events in Burien but the city does lack the opportunities for more diverse cultural 
interactions. I would love to share more with the community and I hope the development of an arts 
district will offer new energy more opportunities for growth for the community. 
Very interested about being part of a Creative District. 
This is a great idea!  Please approve 
Gaylloyd Sissón is an educator, philosopher, and natural science writer with membership with the 
African American Writers Alliance. He host three writers study groups and is a political activist, serving 
the city of Burien, Washington as an Arts Commissioner. He has been a guest speaker for the 
American Association of University Women, written articles for the University of Washington's VOICE, 
and a newsletter for the horticultural organization, Plant Amnesty. He is a published poet and novelist 
of short stories. His poetry themes are scientific phenomenon's, natural sciences, and personal 
political opinions. 
 
Down The Road A Piece is his debut novel pinned Joseph G. Sissón. The book's genre is 
autobiographical, historical fiction. In a 1957 setting, a black naïve thirteen-year-old protagonist, who 
travels from California to Mississippi, becomes aware of unjust situations his relatives live in. This is a 
coming-of-age story written in the voice of a well-educated privileged child. 
 
Visit Gaylloyd’s website at josephgsisson.com 
I’m very excited to see this coming! 
A Creative District in Burien would aid artists, commerce, and build community.  It is a hallmark of a 
diverse, prospering city.  Burien needs this designation. 
Thanks for the opportunity to contribute.  
I'm happy to support this effort on behalf of the highline community symphonic band. 

 


